Dance moves

by Linda Poland

Observing people having a good
time laughing and enjoving themselves
makes me want to stop and sec what
they are cnjoying. Is it a good tour
zuide sharing a story, a tamily reanion,
or some crazy antics like a monkey at
a zon? One group I observed served as
an inspiration for a new wur concept.

[ was teaching storytelling at the
Jehn C. Cmnpbull Felk School in
Morth Caralina a few vears ago and
when T had a break T would ohserve
other classes. It was especially fun to
watch the danece groups and the ones
thar caught my eye were the Irish
Sct Dances. Irish sets are the squarc
dancers of the Emerald Isles with
unigue steps and figures. There is a
wonderful old-fashioned dance called
Four Corners; this dance requires peo-
ple to practice working together in a
coordinated effore. Each dancer had o
be in the right place at the right time
beciause their partners were depending
on them. When done correctly, the
Four Corners was a delight to watch
and judging by the laughter of the
dancers even more fun to perform.

Preparing for my drive back to
Tennessee, T looked at a map and

noticed the corners of four states abut-
ting each other. It gave me the idea for
designing a tour series that could bring
groups o our region for extended stays.
The Four Corners dance, with itz part-
nerships, and the corners of four stares
connected. The new Positive Solutions
Tour would be named Our Four
Corners Region, Inspiration, of course,
is only the jump=start of a project but
by the time I arrived back at the office
my enthusiasm must have been infec-
tious because my statt jumped on the
idea. We began to brainstorm and
highlighted the options for the new
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people with whom we already had Hr_md
working relationships and see how we
could work together on this tour series,
Outside of Tennessee, Positive Solutions
had already been partnering with
tourism entities in Virginia and North
Carolina, so we added Kennacky in 2004
to become the fourth corner, In order for
this tour series 1o be a success and men-
crate the Important rerurn visits {we all
count on), we had to be able to depend
on our partners to da the right thing at
the right time, just like in the dance.

With the intent to offer Our Four
Corners Rl:;;im'. tours i 2005, we scur-
ricd to visit the sites, restaurants, and
hotels that would fit our standards on
customet service. Our site visitz had no
announcement s we wanted to see how
everyday visitors were greeted. By us-
ing a che cklist we could COMpare notes
on horels for such things as location,
cleanliness, services, and places of inter-
est in the surrounding area, Restaurants
were evaluated on cleanliness, service,
qualiry, variety, and their ahility to
accommodate large progps, Sites and
attractions were evaluated for their age
appropriateness, accessibility, and the
|-Lno1rl.-'1|:dgl_* and communications skills
of the puides and staff. Poor options
were weeded out. Finally, we made
appointments to visit with our preferred
selections to present our vision and
solicit their input. Day and evening
options were designed for each area.

We partnered with tourism entities

in Mortheast Tennessee, Southwest
Virginia, Northwest North Carolina,
and Southeast Kentucky. This was a
win-win sitpation because we all had
the same poal ... to increase tourism
to our region by offering high-quality,
extended-stay tours,

The zkill and COOpEration necessary
in the Four Corners dance gave birth to
the idea of a tour highlizghting the nat-
ural beaury and heritage of Our Four
Corners Region. The history and cul-
mire of the area, America’s first frontier,
is interwoven with the stories common
to mountain heritage. From an idea to
reality, the end product was an offering
of tours ranging from four days/three
nights to eight days/seven nights.

The beauty of this tour series is its
flexibility. We have agreements with
hotels, attractions, and restaurants in all
four states. This offers a group the con-
venience of choosing which state to stay
in and still have the opportunity to
experience great day trips of the reglon.
We were ecstatic about the new part-
nenng opportunities that arc working
a0 well.

The Four Corners Region tour,
like others I market throngh Positive
Solutions Tours, took time to dc'.'elup,
but the relationships developed are
priceless, Our team is very appreciative
of our new partners and we “bow” o
all our partners who met us at the
right place at the right time in this
tonr dance.»

Linda Peland i founder and swoner
of Pagitive Sofutions Storytelling Thurs.
Pesisive Sofuztons Tonrs is the only tour
company in the United States that sperates
year round, with the interpretation of hir-
tory dene through storyeeliing,

Positive Soletions Tours
P.0, Box 765

Jonesborough, TH 37659
(423) 753-9882
PositiveSalutionsTaurs.com
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